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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The Town of Rehoboth is an historic pastoral community in Bristol County    
incorporated in 1745.  The town never had a large amount of agricultural    
land because of its extended marshy terrain and hills, but there was always 
good fishing on the Palmer River and an annual herring run provided         
abundant food.  The first settlement of the town was about 1652 on the      
southern portion of the river.  The colony suffered a good deal of damage   
in the King Philip war but the earliest house in town, Kingsley House,      
built 1680, still remains a part of the town.  By 1704 there was an iron    
forge in town and by 1714 the Goff Inn was handling travelers coming        
through on the stage to Taunton, Providence or Newport, Rhode Island.       
Sawmills were established in 1747 and the primarily agricultural economy    
was supplemented in 1809 by the opening of two cotton yarn mills at         
Rehoboth Center.  One of these is thought to be the first to spin very fine 
cotton yarn.  In the Perryville section of town, historians conjecture that 
Era Perry was the first in the country to manufacture bobbins for the       
area's cotton factories about 1850.  The 325 farms of the town grew Indian  
corn and potatoes and fattened beef cattle.  Rehoboth retains dozens of     
Colonial and Federal houses and cottages and there is a remarkably wide     
spread of historic houses and buildings preserved throughout the community. 
        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information        
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                        
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Seekonk on the west, Attleboro and       
Norton on the north, Taunton and Dighton on the east, and Swansea on the         
southeast and south. Rehoboth is about 9 miles east of Taunton; 13 miles north   
of Fall River; 42 miles south of Boston; 10 miles east of Providence, Rhode      
Island; and 186 miles from New York City.  

Total Area: 46.78 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 46.50 sq. miles  
 
Population: 8,656  
 
Density: 186 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Taunton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....25.9°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.2°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......46.7"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Somerset, East Providence, Norton, Attleboro                                     

Regional Planning Agency 
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                           
      Economic  Development District                            

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Fall River                       
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 252-3758            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Executive Secretary                        
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1645   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        5,159    
         
 
   Democrats                 785    15.2  % 
   Republicans             1,081    21.0  % 
   Other parties               1     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       3,292    63.8  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      0        
   Conventional Federal:    0   

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:             0       
   Federal (Section 8):     0               
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The Taunton-Attleboro region, where Rehoboth is located, has excellent      
   highway facilities. Interstate 495, especially well designed south of       
   Boston, provides access to Interstate 90 to the northwest and to U.S. Route 
   6, the Mid-Cape Highway, to the southeast. Interstate 95 and the Fall River 
   Expressway (State Route 24) provide access to the airport, port, and        
   intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.                             

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 44 and State Route 118. U.S. Route 6 (the 
   Cape Highway) and Interstate 195 cut across the southwest corner of         
   Rehoboth and are easily accessible in the neighboring town of Swansea.      

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to Back Bay Station and South Station, Boston, is     
   available from Attleboro Station in the adjacent town of Attleboro. Travel  
   time to BBS: 35-48 min.; 781 

Bus  
   Rehoboth is a member of the Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Authority    
   (GATRA), which provides Dial-A-Ride service to the elderly and disabled.    

Other  
   The Taunton Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is located 
   3 mi. E of the city.  It has a 3,496'x 75' asphalt runway and a 2,350'x     
   150' gravel runway.  Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.  Green 
   Airport is also easily accessible in nearby Providence, RI.                 
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


